K perplexity

USCF Chess Rules about how big the base of the
pieces are if you are on a board with 2" or 2.5"
squares?

US Chess equipment guidance is based on the king’s base diameter: it should occupy roughly
75-80% of one square’s width. The board-size guideline is 2.0-2.5 inches per square, with 2.25-
inch squares being the usual tournament recommendation. 2! 2

Base diameter by square size

Square size 75% of square 80% of square Practical king-base target
2.0 inches 1.50in 1.60in About 1.5-1.6 inches
2.25 inches 1.69in 1.80in About 1.7-1.8 inches
2.5inches 1.875in 2.00in About 1.88-2.0 inches

So:

* Ona 2-inch board, use a set whose king base is about 12 inches, ideally not over about 1%s

inches.

* On a2Y2-inch board, use a set whose king base is roughly 175 to 2 inches.

What this rule applies to

The measurement is specifically the king’s widest base diameter, not the king’s height and not
necessarily every piece’s base. The rest of the set should scale naturally from that king; the
practical point is that pieces should be stable yet leave enough room between adjacent men for
clear visibility and easy handling. [2!

A common reference pairing is a 3.75-inch king with a 1.7-1.8-inch base on a 2.25-inch-square

tournament board. 2!

Related US Chess guidance

US Chess’s published equipment standards generally call for:

® Square size from 2.0 to 2.5 inches
* Staunton-style pieces

¢ King height of roughly 334 to 42 inches, with 3% inches the familiar standard reference
ize. 21111
size.



That means a 2-inch-square board is at the small end of the acceptable range and benefits from
a compact club set, while 2.5-inch squares suit a visibly larger set—often around a 4-inch or
larger king—but verify the actual base diameter before purchasing, because nominal king
height alone is not enough to ensure a good fit.
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