
No. Under regular US Chess (USCF) rules, a player generally cannot successfully object merely

because the board has no algebraic coordinates printed along its edges. Algebraic coordinates

are a convenience, not a required feature of a legal tournament chessboard.

US Chess rules require that players keep a score of the game when notation is required, and

algebraic notation is the usual standard. But the notation requirement applies to the

scoresheet or approved electronic scoresheet, not to labels printed on the board. US Chess also

permits descriptive notation and computer notation in its rules framework, so “algebraic

notation must appear on the board” would not be a valid general requirement.

A proper tournament set must still have:

A correctly oriented board: each player has a light-colored square at their right-hand

corner.

Clearly distinguishable squares, pieces, and colors.

Equipment adequate for the event’s playing conditions.

Coordinates such as a–h and 1–8 around the border are helpful—especially for beginning

players, spectators, teaching, broadcasting, or resolving a verbally described square—but they

are not normally compulsory.

A player could properly call the TD if the lack of coordinates creates a real, event-specific

problem, for example:

The tournament announcement specifically promised or required coordinate boards.

A board has an orientation or color-pattern issue that makes legal square identification

genuinely unclear.

A player with a documented accommodation needs coordinate markings or another

adaptation.

The event is using a special format in which coordinate labels are operationally necessary,

such as certain broadcast, instructional, or accessibility arrangements.

In those cases, the TD should make a practical remedy—often replacing the board, adding a

coordinate overlay, or helping establish orientation—rather than treating it as an automatic
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What a player may object to



rules violation.

A player may be required to write moves in algebraic notation during a regular-rated game

when the applicable time control requires a score. That does not mean the physical board must

be labeled. Under US Chess practice, the player can identify the squares by board orientation

and should know the coordinate system sufficiently to record the game; nevertheless,

unfamiliarity alone is not usually grounds to demand a different board.

For a practical TD ruling: “Coordinate labels are not required on a standard chessboard. The board is

legal if it is properly oriented and otherwise suitable. If a player needs assistance or an accommodation,

we can provide a labeled board if one is available.”

⁂

1. https://new.uschess.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/us-chess-rule-book-online-only-edition-chapters-1-2-10

-11-9-1-20.pdf

2. https://chesstournamentguide.com/rules-ratings/how-to-write-chess-notation/

3. http://www.wachusettchess.org/Rules.html

4. https://chessmovechooser.com/rules/touch-move-and-notation

5. https://www.uschess.org/archive/cc/ccrules.php

6. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rules_of_chess

7. https://archive.org/details/uschessfederatio0000unit_u1o2

8. https://uschess.org/index.php/Official-Rules/

9. https://uschess.org/index.php/Official-Rules/US-Chess-Rulebook-The-Official-Rules-of-Chess-7th-Edition-Tim-Just-Chi

ef-Editor.html

10. https://vdoc.pub/documents/us-chess-federations-official-rules-of-chess-5o9n3pbpuib0

Important distinction: board labels vs. scorekeeping

[2] [3]

https://new.uschess.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/us-chess-rule-book-online-only-edition-chapters-1-2-10-11-9-1-20.pdf
https://new.uschess.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/us-chess-rule-book-online-only-edition-chapters-1-2-10-11-9-1-20.pdf
https://chesstournamentguide.com/rules-ratings/how-to-write-chess-notation/
http://www.wachusettchess.org/Rules.html
https://chessmovechooser.com/rules/touch-move-and-notation
https://www.uschess.org/archive/cc/ccrules.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rules_of_chess
https://archive.org/details/uschessfederatio0000unit_u1o2
https://uschess.org/index.php/Official-Rules/
https://uschess.org/index.php/Official-Rules/US-Chess-Rulebook-The-Official-Rules-of-Chess-7th-Edition-Tim-Just-Chief-Editor.html
https://uschess.org/index.php/Official-Rules/US-Chess-Rulebook-The-Official-Rules-of-Chess-7th-Edition-Tim-Just-Chief-Editor.html
https://vdoc.pub/documents/us-chess-federations-official-rules-of-chess-5o9n3pbpuib0

