Chess club comes of age

Championships held to mark 10th anniversary
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Framingham Chess Club President Dan Seidman faces off against Treasurer Donna Alarie
for a friendly game in the club’s “skittles” room.
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“There are people who give it a lot of serious ‘
study,” Powers said. “There is a basic amount of theo-
ry that you need to get to a certain level.”

But that doesn’t mean newcomers should be scared
off. “We’re blessed to have the range of players that
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Staying to play past midnight. Annual membership

— dues are $30; which entitle members to reduced entry
rate for the weekly tournament events.

The club draws its members from all over
MetroWest and is one of largest in New England, with
more than 90 members. It is open to anyone with an
interest in chess and is run on a volunteer basis.
~ And while the tournament players take their chess

game seriously, the club is about winning prize money.

Upstairs from the main hall is the “skittles” room,
where players can socialize, talk chess, play friendly
games or have a drink from the American Legion bar.

It’s in the skittles room that one overhears the kind
of chess jargon that could confuse the uninitiated.

“I find that when I avoid that whole Queen’s
Gambit thing that my life is definitely sweeter,” mem-
ber John Bardash said as he “kibitzed” with Michael

Barry.

we do,” Powers said, referring to the fact that the
club’s 90 or so members are evenly spread from the
1100 (novice) level to 2000 (Class A). “Most people
will find a dozen or so players within a playable
range.”

Upcoming special events at the club include a 10th
anniversary “simul” by Curdo, an exhibition during
which the master will play, and probably beat, several
players at once. Curdo gave a simul at the club’s open-
ing in 1983.

In June, the club will sponsor a beginner’s tourna-
ment, for school players and other unrated novices.

The Framingham Chess Club meets every Tuesday
at the American Legion, 11 Beech St., Framingham,
starting at 7 p.m. Call (508) 788-3641 for more infor-
mation.




